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Mick Dennehy

Under the direction of all-time winningest coach Don Read,

The University of Montana football team won a then school

record 13 games in 1995. That magical season culminated

with a 22-20 victory over Marshall University in the I-AA

national championship game.

The following spring Read announced his retirement,

stunning both the Grizzly football squad and their fans who

were still energized from the previous season's title run.

Without the greatest football coach in Grizzly history, what

could Montana do to maintain their prestige?

Insert veteran coach Mick Dennehy.

Michael "Mick" Dennehy was named the 31st head football

coach at The University of Montana on April 19, 1996. He

had unprecedented success in his four seasons as head

coach at his alma mater (1973), winning 39 games and

three Big Sky Conference championships.

Dennehy carried on the high-powered, wide-open passing

attack that had become a staple for Grizzly football. In his

nine seasons at UM as both head coach (1996-1999) and

offensive coordinator (1991-1995), the Grizzlies ranked in

the top four in the country in passing offense and boasted a

mark of 86-28 (.754) overall and 55-13 (.809) against Big

Sky foes.

In his first year as mentor at Montana, Dennehy's Grizzlies won a school-record 14 games en route to a Big Sky

championship, and a berth in the 1996 I-AA national championship game. That season he was named Big Sky

Conference Coach of the Year, as the Grizzlies went a perfect 8-0 in league play and 14-1 overall. Montana

lost 49-29 to host Marshall University in the I-AA title game.

In 1997, UM finished with an 8-4 overall mark and qualified for the NCAA Division I-AA playoffs where they lost

19-14 to eventual finalist McNeese State in a first round road contest. The Grizzlies also went 8-4 overall in

1998 and finished first in the Big Sky Conference with a 6-2 record, but lost another first-round road contest in

the I-AA playoffs, this time to Western Illinois.

Montana finished 9-3 overall and captured the conference championship with a 7-1 record in 1999. The Griz

made it to the I-AA playoffs for the fourth consecutive season under Dennehy's tutelage, but eventually lost

30-27 to perennial powerhouse Youngstown State in a first round game at Washington Grizzly Stadium.
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Dennehy was also entrenched in tradition rich Grizzly football in

previous years as a player. He was a standout safety for UM from

1971-1972. Dennehy led the Big Sky Conference in 1972 with 10

interceptions, a performance that garnered him first team

all-conference accolades. His 16 career interceptions place him

ninth (tie) all-time in league history. He also earned the coveted

Golden Helmet Award his senior year, an honor given to the

hardest hitter on the team.

Prior to UM, Dennehy started his coaching career at Colton High

School in Washington where he compiled a four-year record of

40-4 and won state championships in 1975 and 1976. He then

moved to Helena High School where he was the head coach for

three seasons. Dennehy also served as head football coach at

Campbell Co. High School (Gillette, Wyo.) from 1983 to 1987

where he was named Coach of the Year in his first season at the

helm.

Following a prep coaching career in which he had an overall

record of 88-60, Dennehy spent two seasons as head man at

Western Montana College. He led the Bulldogs to a 5-3 mark in

1990 and was named Frontier Conference Coach of the Year.

Dennehy finished with a 10-13 record at Western.

In December of 1999, Dennehy became the 24th head football

coach at Utah State where he has set a solid foundation for success both on and off the field for their football

program. Dennehy maintained a 19-37 record in five seasons with the Aggies.

Dennehy Coaching Timeline

(Assistant)

Year School Overall Conference/Place NCAA Playoffs

1991 Montana 7-4 6-2/2nd ----

1992 Montana 6-5 4-3 ----

1993 Montana 10-2 7-0/1st 0-1

1994 Montana 11-3 5-2/2nd 2-1

1995 Montana 13-2 6-1/1st 4-0 (National Champions)

Totals

(5 years)
 

47-16

(.746)

28-8

(.778)

6-2

(.750)

(Head Coach)

Year School Overall Conference/Place NCAA Playoffs

1996 Montana 14-1 8-0/1st 3-1 (National Runners-up)

1997 Montana 8-4 6-2/2nd 0-1

1998 Montana 8-4 6-2/1st 0-1

1999 Montana 9-3 7-1/1st 0-1

Totals

(4 years)
 

39-12

(.765)

27-5

(.844)

3-4

(.429)

Montana Totals 86-28 55-13 9-6

9 years .754 .809 .600
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